
Do you have a special project, interest or charitable organization which needs more money or veterinary volunteers? 

Let us know about you at  nsjvma@gmail.com 

Local CE Credits 

Members have had the chance 

to acquire 7 units of local VMB 

approved Continuing education 

without time away from prac-

tice or the expense of travelñ

so far in 2011, with more to 

come! 

Finance Committee 

Drs. Sessa, Wetmore, Quinley 

and Paul Wallace meet regularly 

to discuss how best to spend 

our ample reserve fundñ

scholarships, high school pro-

grams & charitable donations 

are all being considered. 

Promoting the Valley 

 
Over 2000 veterinary students from around the 

nation attended the Student Chapter for the 

AVMA Conference this spring at UC Davisð

and NSJVMA was there showcasing our area to 

these prospective Associates and Partners.  Dr. 

Paul Sessa organized our booth, held several raf-

fles, gave out promotional materials and col-

lected contact information for over 400 soon-to-

be veterinarians interested in our area.  If you are 

interested in this information, please contact Dr. 

Sessa or email us at  

 

nsjvma@gmail.com. 

Special thanks to the Sponsors of this event  
Dr Olin:  Village Veterinary  
Dr Wallace: G-N Veterinary 

Dr Quinley: Animal Medical Center,Turlock  
Dr Magnesen: Sylvan Veterinary 

Dr Lenihan etal: Lander Veterinary  
Dr Santos: Monta Vista Veterinary 

Dr Sessa: Salida Veterinary  

Future Local CE 

* July 20ñCanal Street Grill 

Legalities of Compounding 

Thank You Roadrunner 

* August 23ñGallettos     

Advances in Cushing's    

Thank You Dechra 

* September Practice Mtg OR 

USDA update  

* October 17 @ Galletos: Evolv-

ing Parasite Control       

Thank you Lilly 

* November 10 Dinner BIG 

speaker 

Stanislaus County Animal Control Updates 

NSJVMA ActivitiesñYes we do more than local CE !! 
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Volunteer Executive Board 

 2011 

Frankie Bonifacio DVM 

President 

874-4482 

Lori Lenihan DVM 

Vice President 

634-5801 

Paul Sessa DVM 

Treasurer 

545-9590 

John Fox DVM 

Secretary 

477-4853 

Sarah  Gottschalks DVM 

Stanislaus Rep 

577-3481 

Tracy Reed 

Associative Rep 

925 

784-5155 

CVMA Delegate Open  

NEW SCATE PRICING  

Announced by SCAS without 

consulting the veterinary com-

munity, began July 1, 2011.  

These prices are substantially 

less than previously paid to 

participating veterinarians; 

prices to the public are un-

changed. Are you still partici-

pating?  Many are not. 

Universal Scanners are Coming!  

Stanislaus County Animal Con-

trol will soon be able to read all 

common types of microchips, 

promises Director Annette Pat-

ton after receiving inquiries 

from Supervisor De Martini 

New County Shelter is 

open and doing business!  

So is SAVESðthe spay/

neuter clinic for low in-

come residentsðexplore 

their prices and services at 

savedspay.com 
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Board of Supervisors June 29, 2011  
Dear Supervisor Withrow,  

 
Regarding the June 1st, 2011, letter from Stanislaus Animal Services to Stanislaus County Veterinarians:  
 
I have been involved in the Stanislaus veterinary community since 1975. For as long as I can remember, the local veteri-
nary community has struggled with the animal overpopulation problem in our area. This is not just a local problem but 
a national embarrassment. Low cost (or free) spay /neuters were sponsored by local veterinarians many years ago at 
the Veterinary Emergency Hospital on Prescott with little impact. Many of us participated in the Maddies Fund Pro-
gram (low to no cost spay & neuter of cats), which had some effect, but unfortunately, once it ended, populations 
climbed again.  
College Veterinary Hospital and Village Oak Veterinary Hospital have participated in the SCATE Program since it began. 
We have seen some of our regular clients who were already planning to alter their pets take advantage of this pro-
gram, but we have also seen some pets whose only veterinary experience (their spay or neuter) was because of the 
SCATE program. Some of the SCATE vouchers  were likely used to spay and neuter pets who would not otherwise been 
altered, though enforcement of the license fee differential is a substantial driving force to getting these dogs altered.  
The initial SCATE fee structure was negotiated by county representatives and veterinarians and re-negotiated jointly in 
2007. The county did not request any input from local veterinarians regarding this new fee structure. If they had sought 
our input, they would have realized that calling it compensation is incorrect. By definition, to compensate participating 
ǾŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊƛŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ {/!¢9 ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊƛŀƴΩǎ ŜȄπ
pense. The current proposed schedule would require veterinarians to provide service at a loss, which in this difficult 
economy, would be a poor business decision. I realize government agencies can work at a loss, how else in these chal-
ƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜǎ Ŏŀƴ άǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜǿŜǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦέ  
Since there was no contact with local veterinarians, we are forced to speculate as to the true intent of the current pro-
posed fees effective July 1:  
- Make the fees so low, local veterinarians decline to participate, causing the program to fail because the veterinary 
community cannot afford to participate.  

- Use the SCATE failure to justify expanding the taxpayer subsidized shelter spay/neuter clinic to provide service for 
everyone.  

- The shelter has changed the fee structure to create a new revenue source. 
 
tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ άǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇέ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ tŀǘǘƻƴ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŘƛŘ ŜȄƛǎǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǾŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΣ 
we would not feel the need to speculate.  
I have spoken with many veterinary clinics about this new fee structure. Some practices had not received a letter, and 
had no idea what I was talking about. Others were torn: they wanted to support the program, but financially could not 
afford to participate. Still others were trying to figure out how they could attach additional services to the vouchers to 
generate profit.  
The county has continued to spend tax-payer money on this program for nearly a decade with no apparent effect. Per-
haps it is time to eliminate this program, and redirect this money towards enforcement.  
We respectfully request Director Patton be encouraged to reconsider this new direction, use Animal Services to en-
force current regulations, and discuss with the Veterinary Community how best to increase the total numbers of sur-
geries done in our county ς ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎƘƛŦǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǳǊƎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŀȄǇŀȅŜǊΩǎ ōƛƭƭΦ  
Respectfully,  
Susan Enz, Business Owner  
Village Oak Veterinary Hospital  

Sue Enz Sounds Off in Letter to Stanislaus Board of Supervisors 

SCATE reimbursement unfair to VeterinariansñProfitable to Shelter 
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High School Agriculture & 
Science Teacher Guidance  
NSJVMA is facilitating  a 
roundtable-style meeting 
with local Ag & Science 
Leaders at the High School 
level, with Admissions Offi-
cers of UC Davis and West-
ern  University  to ensure 
the advice our local students 
are receiving  is current and 
helpful to those seeking a 
career in veterinary medi-
cine. 

Dog Parks in Development 

Many of our communities 

are planning, opening or 

improving their Off-Leash 

Dog Parks.  Both Modesto 

and Newman are actively 

fundraising for their parks.   

NSJVMA donated $10,000 

years ago to the Stanislaus 

Foundation to help fund a 

dog Park in Stanislaus 

Countyðwe are actively 

discussing disbursing these 

funds this year. 

HC Smith Memorial 

Scholarship Fund has 

been permanently transferred 

to UC Davis for recipient 

selection and management of 

the funds.  

 

NSJVMA Scholarship 

Program is being devel-

oped by the Finance Commit-

tee.  Rules to ensue fair selec-

tion are under consideration, 

as are limits and guidelines 

determining how much to 

give.  Recipients may include 

local high school or college, 

RVT candidates or DVM stu-

dents 

Several personnel changes are happening at 

Alley Cat Guardians of Modesto.  New Direc-

tor Eva Kennedie replaces outgoing Nicole 

Montroy, while Dr. Lauren Sampson replaces 

Dr. Leah Wells  whoôs returning to her home 

country of Australia for a visit.  Dr. Sampson 

will by cutting 2 days a week, and ACG is 

hoping to staff a third day each week with a 

volunteer veterinarianðare you interested?  

ACG has altered 5000 cats since opening 

last year.   

Alley Cat Guardians passes 5,000 cat altered 

Project X Passes 10,000 pets altered 

Project X, a private, veterinary supported, non-taxpayer subsidized program is actively 
altering local dogs and cats. This program is competitively priced and has spayed and 
neutered over 10,000 animals to date in private practices.                      
                  
Project X is represented by 11 practices: Monte Vista Veterinary Hospital in Turlock, 
Community Veterinary Hospital in Turlock, Waterford Veterinary Hospital in Waterford, 
G-N Veterinary Hospital in Newman, Salida Veterinary Hospital in Salida, Coffee Road 
Veterinary Hospital in Modesto, Village Oak Veterinary Hospital in Modesto, Manteca 
Veterinary Hospital in Manteca, College Veterinary Hospital in Modesto, River Oak Vet-
erinary Hospital in Riverbank and Crows Landing Veterinary Hospital in Modesto.  

Other NSJVMA Activities 
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Our Hearts and Prayers are 

extended to active NSJVMA 

members, Jim & Susie  

Walford, who are both fighting 

recently diagnosed cancers.  

They have successfully sold 

their practice òWest Lane Pet 

Hospitaló in Stockton to Dr. 

Bajwa. 

Whatôs Wrong 

with ME?? 
Answer p 4 



VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Alley Cat guardians needs additional surgeons to 

spay / neuter cats; CVMA needs an Emergency Coor-

dinator for Stanislaus and San Joaquin Counties (Drs. 

Bonifacio and Fox will continue in this capacity until 

filled). 

CVMA House of Delegates member for NSJVMA  

 

Interested In Politics? 

CVMA needs someone 

to attend local political 

events on their behalf.  

CVMA will make the 

donationðall you need 

to do is enjoy the dinner 

or reception and intro-

duce yourself to our lo-

cal law maker ððif 

you are interested in the 

details, call Lori Genter 

at CVMA. 

Do you have a new Associate? Need a new Associate or RVT?  Providing a new Service?  Personal news you wish to share? 

Improved Client Referral Service 

NSJVMA.com 

P.O. Box 5257 

Modesto, Ca   95352 

209-523-6069 

nsjvma@gmail.com 

NSJVMA.com 

Serving the Veterinary 

Community of Stanislaus and 

San Joaquin Counties since 1942 

Northern San Joaquin  

Veterinary Medicine Association 

Major renovation of the NSJVMA 

website to allow improved referral 

options to our members are under-

way.  Pet Owners will soon be able 

to search by city, doctor, hospital 

name, pet / animal type, special ser-

vice or specialty to locate the best 

Veterinarian for their needs.  Watch 

your email for notice of when you 

can access to update or change your 

information to best fit your practice 

style and services. 

Help a MPVM Candidate finish her degreeðcomplete a brief 

survey on Hand Hygiene at 

Surveymonkey.com/s/x8x9x7h or  

email Sharon Hunt Gerardo PhD, DVM  

shuntgerardo@ucdavis.edu 

Answer: 

DDX tetanus 

Bullhorn Newsletter written by Frankie Bonifacio DVM for the NSJVMA with help from many contributors 


